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LENASIA TABLE TENNIS ASSOCIATION – HISTORY 

 

The Lenasia Table Tennis Association was formed in 2001. The founding members 

were Sampie Essack, Billy Morgan,  Hasmukh Jairam, Sameera Maal, Umair Jassat 

and Agsie Pillay. Fixtures officially commenced  in 2002, games were played at the 

Nirvana Haven Hall.  

Table Tennis in Lenasia has an illustrious history. Table Tennis was played under 

the auspices of the South Western Table Tennis Association ( SWTTA ). In 1979, the 

South African Council of Sport ( SACOS ) adopted the “ Doubles Standard 

Resoultion ”. This was to the disasitfaction of some of the players which resulted 

in the disbandment of the SWTTA. This gave birth to the Western Areas Table 

Tennis Association ( WATTA ). Mr Ashok Odhav, was instrumental in the formation 

of WATTA. They were affiliated to the Transvaal Table Tennis Association, which in 

turn fell under the Transvaal Council of Sport ( TRACOS ), the provincial structure 

of SACOS. Lenasia High Schools at the time were affiliated to Transvaal High 

Schools Sport Association ( THSSA ) which was also affiliated to TRACOS. Lenasia 

Primary Schools joined the Transvaal Primary Schools Sport Board ( TPSSB )  in 

1989. Players represented the province in various National Tournaments. Table 

Tennis  in 1970’s , 1980’s and 1990’s flourished in the Lenasia area. 

In 1994, South Africa finally became a democratic country. On the sport front, 

unity talks began to emerge. It was out with the old in with the new. Some players 

formed clubs and continued to participate provincially and nationally. Lenasia 

Schools afiliated to the newly formed United Schools Sports Association of South 

Africa  ( USSASA ). Lenasia players continued to excel in Table Tennis.  

Sadly,  Table Tennis in Lenasia began to experience a steady decline. Various  

attempts were made to revive the sport. Mr Billy Morgan and few others began 

playing socially at the Nirvana Haven Hall. This was part of promoting healthy 

lifestyles. Thanks to Mr David Masher who generously donated Table Tennis 

equipment. At school level, Mr Sampie Essack was convenor for Table Tennis, he 

felt that youngsters needed more game time to fast track their development.  

Finally in 2001, Table Tennis was back in Lenasia. In 2002, clubs affiliated and 

fixtures were played on Tuesday evenings at the Nirana Haven Hall. Manchester 

were the inaugural winners, followed by Big 5, SADTU, Nirvana, Olympians, 

Taiban, Bourdoir, Lenz Spurs and Hot Shots. 

In 2005, what was a dream became a reality. The LTTA seeked assiciate 

membership to the Gauteng Central Table Tennis Association, under the 
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leadership of Mr Sarel Oberholtzer. The juniors participated in a tournament at 

the Boskruin Recreational Centre. Our team performed beyond expectations. 

In 2006, with the game started gaining popularity and the increase in the number 

of teams participating necessistated that the LTTA switch the venue to Alpha 

Primary School. Danisha Patel, Chetan Nathoo, Nabeelah Essop, Kajal and Kalpesh 

Itchu were some of the youngsters who began to make their mark. They were 

guided by the experience and expertise  of Hasmukh Jairam and Sameera Maal. 

Both these players represented the country in various national tournaments. 

Magaret Lekay and Ismail Badat were always available to assist with the coaching.  

Whilst Mr Sampie Essack was at helm, he was assisted by Mr Billy Morgan, Bharat 

Narsai, Harshed Govind, Naresh Nagin, Mukesh Itchu, Deepak Thakordas, Ismail 

Motala, Solly Mohamed, Yusuf Sattar, Shauib Motala, Ahmed Khota, Timothy 

Brownley and Agsie Pillay over the years. Special thanks goes out to the various 

sponsors who generously offerred donations. 

In 2007, The SA Open Championship was held in Benoni. Our seniors and juniors 

performed exceptionally well.  

In 2008, the awards ceremony was dedicated to the late Mr Ashok Odhav. A 

tireless campainger for social justice. Mr Ajit Gandabhai was invited pay tribute to 

this seasoned administrator. 

In 2010, the tenth anniversary awards presentation was held at Protea Recreation 

Cente. The association had grown in leaps and bounds. The season had 24 teams 

competing for honours.  

In 2014, the LTTA hosted the Egyptian National Team at the Alpha Primary School 

Hall. This was part of their preparation for the Glasgow Commonwealth Games in 

2014. A packed hall were treated to high quality table tennis. This exposure was 

awe inspiring. Who would have imagined that in 2022, our very own Danisha Patel 

and Chetan Nathoo would go on to represent South Africa at the Commonwealth 

Games in Birmingham – England. We eagerly await the day when someone from 

Lenasia will represent the country at the Olympic Games. 

Unfortunately the association folded in 2016, but individuals continued to 

promote the game and strive for excellence. 

The community was elated when Table Tennis once again was rebooted in 2024. 

At the helm is Mr Vikash Kassan assisted by Gayaraga Dasa, Deepak Thakordas, 

Naresh Nagin, Bharat Narsai, Ashish Nathoo and Javie Ravjee This augurs well for 

the future. Watch the space…  
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